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The fall is a great time to pray about mission and your role in it. You
2026 Blessing of the Animals may ask, “Are there ways that | can be more involved at St.
John’s?” Our parish is filled with groups and ministries to join. We
have a lot going on at St. John’s. You might not be sure how much
time you have to commit. Well, there are many ministries that have
a limited time commitment. Every year, we host one of the finest
holiday bazaars in the area. It is a wonderful place to get some
Christmas shopping done at a bargain. We also have a great tea
cup raffle. Because our items are donated, all of the proceeds go
toward our outreach ministries. The bazaar is a one-day event, but
it does take a lot of helpers to make it all happen. If you have some
time to work a table, help organize the large amount of donations
that come in every year, or help set up and take down, please come
to an organizational meeting at 9:00 am on Sunday in St. Mary’s
Hall. If you are not able to come, please talk to Nancy Simon. The
bazaar is a great time-limited volunteer opportunity that can really
help St. John’s and our wider community. Perhaps you are looking
to help those in need. St. John’s has had a long and strong
connection to Cornerstone ministries in Rockville for decades. St.
John’s sends a team to Cornerstone every Sunday to help with their
soup kitchen. We could use a few more volunteers for this

ministry. You would only have to sign up for one Sunday a month.
You can even still go to the 8:00 service and make it to Cornerstone
on time. It is a spiritually rewarding mission that helps feed our
community. | hope you consider this ministry. These are just two of
the hundred different ways to get involved. This parish is only as
strong as its people, and | know we have some wonderful folks in
this parish. Blessings, Marc

UPCOMING EVENTS
IN ST. MARY’S HALL
10/12 - SMLF 10/16 - Cub Scout Camp Out
Meeting 6pm

10/14- Wednesday
Eucharist @ 10:30am
& Bible Study @
12:30pm
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OCTOBER HAWKWING OUTREACH - Oct 4t - Oct 18t (Collection Day)

Rochelle and the members of the Cheyanne Indian Reservation send their thanks for our prayers and
generous donations for food and gifts. They are asking for monetary donations to purchase

1) Food -18 cents a Ib. through South Dakota food bank

2) Warm winter coats- bought at local South Dakota Walmart and Target Stores.

CASH OR CHECKS ACCEPED - PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE CHECKS OUT TO Hawkwing.

Slips are available to attach to your money or check donations in the Narthex. Any questions please call
Terri at 860-644-5892.

Nut Sales - The holiday season has officially begun! Nut Sale order forms can be found at the back of the
church. Orders are due by October 18t. Contact Nancy Simon with any questions. 860-978-0198.

Holiday Bazaar Info Sessions - Anyone interested in learning more about the Holiday Bazaar can come to
a quick meeting hosted by Nancy Simon on 10/11 after the 8am and 10am services in St. Mary’s Hall.

Benefit Concert - St. Johns music director, Zoe Vandermeer, will be giving her soprano and harp benefit
concert at St. Johns on Saturday October 17 at 7:30 p.m., in a program of late Renaissance music from
England's master lutenist and composer John Dowland (1563-1626) and his Italian contemporaries -
organist and composer Luzzasco Luzzaschi (1545-1607), early baroque composer and singer Giulio
Caccini (1551-1618) and early baroque lutenist and composer Giovanni Girolamo Kapsberger (1580-
1651). The program celebrates the 400 year anniversary of John Dowland's extraordinary skills as a
'songwriter' for voice and lute, performed in this concert with triple harp. The music selections range from
charming and delightful, to reflective and thought provoking. Tickets are free.

Tree of Light - Thank you to all who have shared in our beautiful tradition, the St. John’s Tree of Light,
over the past 11 years. Every year, we collect $1,500 or more to donate to a very worthy

cause - helping with food insecurity after world disasters, natural or otherwise.

For the St. John’ Episcopal Church 12th Annual Tree of Light, you may purchase a light,

and a tag will hang on that light with the name of a loved one or friend. Lights are $2 each

/ 3 for $5 / or 6 for $10. We sell lights on the tree to honor, remember, and celebrate loved ones, and
Linda Borovicka and her family make a tag with each name and decorate the fir tree by the

walkway in front of St. Mary’s Hall with lights and the tags. The money donated will go to World Central
Kitchen. The Tree will be lit on November 29th and will be lit nightly through Epiphany 2027. Names and
money are due by Sunday, November 15th. To purchase tags, please take a form in the Narthex and
return to Linda Borovicka, Bethany Chanthavisouk, or Kimmie Farrell. Please make checks payable to St.
John’s Church with a memo of, “Tree of Light.”

Men’s Ministry Fall BBQ - Sunday, October 10t @ 5pm in St. Mary’s Parish Hall.

Save the Dates!

10/17 - Benefit Concert 7:30pm

10/18 - Pumpkin Bowling after 10am service.

10/25 -Special Coffee Hour with Cornerstone Soup Kitchen Presentation after 10am service.
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